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Honorable Board of Commissioners 
Community Development Commission 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 9001 2 

Dear Commissioners: 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR 
WHITTIER BOULEVARD STREETSCAPE PROJECT (1) 

(3 Vote) 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD: 

1. Approve the award of a two-year Agreement for Professional services 
to Katherine Spitz Associates, Inc., in the amount of $259,000, to 
develop landscape architectural design, prepare plans and perform 
other related work for the Whittier Boulevard Streetscape Project; 
authorize the Executive Director to use for this purpose $259,000 in 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds allocated to the 
First Supervisorial District; and authorize the Executive Director to 
execute the Agreement and all related documents, to be effective after 
issuance of the Notice to Proceed, which will not exceed 30 days 
following the date of Board approval. 

2. Authorize the Executive Director to use a total of $25,900 in CDBG 
funds allocated to the First Supervisorial District, for unforeseen costs 
related to the project described above. 

3. Authorize the Executive Director to execute amendments to the 
Agreement to extend the time of performance for up to one year and to 
revise the scope of services to complete the project described above, 
without increasing the approved contract amount, following approval 
as to form by County Counsel. 
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PURPOSEIJUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

The purpose of this action is to award a two-year landscape architecture services 
agreement to prepare design and perform other related work for the improvement of 
W hittier Boulevard. 

FISCAL IMPACTIFINANCING: 

There is no impact on the County general fund. The agreement will be funded with 
$259,000 in CDBG funds allocated to the First Supervisorial District, included in the 
Commission's approved budgets. A ten percent contingency in the amount of $25,900 
in CDBG funds from the First Supervisorial District will be reserved for unforeseen 
costs. 

FACTS AND PROVlSlONSlLEGAL REQUIREMENTS: 

Whittier Boulevard is a major east-west commercial thoroughfare that passes through 
the community of East Los Angeles. The Whittier Boulevard Streetscape Project will 
extend along an approximately 0.9 mile length of Whittier Boulevard, from the 710 
Freeway, continuing east until ending at Atlantic Avenue. 

The project will improve the Whittier Boulevard commercial corridor by constructing and 
repairing crosswalks, gutters and sidewalks, adding landscaping and trees, and 
installing street furniture and other elements to improve the attractiveness and safety of 
the area. These improvements will serve to eliminate blight, increase safety, and 
contribute to the long-term viability of local businesses. 

The attached agreement with Katherine Spitz Associates, Inc. provides for site 
analyses, outreach and data collection, pedestrian studies, engineering studies, 
schematic design and design development, community outreach, and other related 
work. Following design development and refinement of a single design solution that 
includes community input, the firm will complete all construction documents, prepare 
plan check submittal and corrections, and provide limited assistance with the 
construction administration phase. 

The streetscape improvements are being federally funded, and are subject to the 
requirements of the Greater Avenues for Independence (GAIN) or General Relief 
Opportunity for Work (GROW) program implemented by the County of Los Angeles. 
Should Katherine Spitz Associates, Inc. require additional or replacement personnel 
after the effective date of the Agreement, it will interview for such employment openings 
participants in GAINIGROW Program who meet the firm's minimum qualifications for 
the open position. Katherine Spitz Associates, Inc. will contact the County's 
GAINIGROW Division for a list of participants by job category. 
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The agreement has been approved as to form by County Counsel and executed by 
Katherine Spitz Associates, Inc. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION: 

This project is exempt from the provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act 
pursuant to 24 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 58, Section 58.34 (a)(l) because it 
involves design activities that will not have a physical impact or result in any physical 
changes to the environment. The action is not subject to the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines 15060(c)(3) and 
15378 because it is not defined as a project under CEQA and does not have the 
potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. 

CONTRACTING PROCESS: 

On September 4, 2002, the Commission initiated a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 
process to procure the most qualified landscape architecture consulting firm to provide 
services for the project. Notices of the RFQ were mailed to 76 landscape architecture 
and urban design firms identified from the Commission's vendor list. An announcement 
also appeared on the County of Los Angeles web site. Twenty-five RFQs were 
requested and distributed. 

Ten firms submitted Statements of Qualifications (SOQ) by the original deadline of 
September 30, 2002. One month later, a selection panel consisting of Commission 
staff and representatives from the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works 
(DPW) began independent evaluations of the SOQs. During the months that followed, 
DPW continued its evaluations of the SOQs, which were completed in January 2003. 

On April 16, 2003, the panel interviewed the top two firms: Katherine Spitz Associates, 
Inc., and Gruen and Associates. Following the interviews, the panel recommended that 
the Commission enter into fee negotiations with Katherine Spitz Associates, Inc. 
Shortly after, it was determined that advertising for the RFQ had been incomplete, and 
fee negotiations with Katherine Spitz Associates, Inc. were formally suspended to allow 
sufficient time for the required newspaper advertising. One additional SOQ was 
submitted by the new deadline of July 29, 2003. However, it was determined by the 
same selection panel that this SOQ did not score high enough for the firm to merit an 
interview. 

In August 2003, a fee agreement for services was reached, and the Commission is 
recommending Katherine Spitz Associates, Inc. to provide the landscape architectural 
services and other services described herein. Due to budgetary considerations, the 
project was held over to fiscal year 2004-2005. The Summary of Outreach Activities is 
provided with this letter as Attachment A. 
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IMPACT ON CURRENT PROJECT: 

The Whittier Boulevard Streetscape project will serve to meet national CDBG objectives 
of eliminating blight, increasing safety and contributing to the long-term economic 
viability of the area. 

~ e s ~ e c t f u l l ~  submitted, 

CARLOS JACKSON 
Executive Director 

Attachments: 2 




















































































